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Smiley

fter years of living in a modern

Was
B e P
she first sported Smiley Knowes Cottage
ar B9 ton Avenue in North Berwick
25 years agn The woodland lecation
alone was an attraction as Lhe
sits on an elevated site with !
westerly aspects. Margaret
hushand Mike had maised their family in
their previows house, but Smiley Knowes
offered them the ity to have
|hd:hnm¢:mlyaummm]it.par-
ticularly as the cottage was in need of a
complete overhaul at the time.

The original cottage was quite compact
with two main rooms and 3 TIATTOW
kitchen downsrairs, and two bedreoms
and a shower mom upstairs The Dun-
nings' first task was to add the conservato-
ry to the front of the house and refit the
existing kitchen. There was also the po-
tential to extend the cottage on the west-
ern elevation, which they did, creating an
additional room on the ground level with
a garage to the rear, and anew master bed-
room and en suite above,

Tt was a few years before the & re-
| alised thar this extension allowed for an

=

Life is sweet for those in the
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even betler arrmangement by moving the
E::Imfmm its positi aﬁ:gflrmr.uf

E-mpertym is much I space,

French doors opening out into the
garden. “The kitchen just wasn't right
where it was; | was alwaysanxious toget
things done and get out again, whereas
now this is the happiest space 've pver
had inahowse," says Dunning. “Tlovejust
sitting by the fircplace looking out at
the birds being fed.”

And this kitchen isn't the only high-
light: the bay-windowed sitting room
has an original beamed ceiling, which
adds to the character, and the couple de-
cided to follow the theme with the
beams upstairs in the master bedroom,
The ground Mooralse has a dining room
{or bedroom) and a ba m,
while the two original double bed-
rooins upstairs share a bathroom.

When it came to creating the exten-
sive the Dunnings were careful
not to make it too feel too "manicured”.
'W:l:'i:dmﬁﬂpitq‘llitcwﬂdﬁlhrrﬁ
such 2 lot of wildlife," says Dunning, re-
i L s
maonihs ile watching -
ing, h?thnm's an mnﬁ

writes Fiona Reid
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Birdlife that the Dunnings murtured
over the years with feeding stations
dotted around the garden.

The pond was formed - or at least the
hole for the pond was formed — when
the lane was created. "At first it was j
concrefe with adnbble of water and lots
of frustrated toads,” says Dunning, but
the pond has been rebuilt aver the years
to create today’s feature.

Thisisn'ta high-maintenance garden,
}:!H the same time there’s plenty here

r the more horticulturally-inclined 1o
Eet stuck into,

i .imdmdmck still seope to extend the

ouse, "I'm always changing houses in
my dren;m& I'ma rhw.a:d;lt;.‘l architect, al-
ways planning and dreaming” says
Dunning, whe s only moving now to be
nearer her family.

Smiley ::ll:ll;lrh]';:'s Cottage Hﬂll]ldrli]lrlnlltf
a great family home, particulady con-
5i£&l‘lﬁl’]‘lﬁ ity ner—grcatHh.
yachtin i and so o, 2% as
well- = d local sehools - afforded
by Berwick itself
® Offers over £375,000, contact Simp-
son & Marwick an 0162 029 2000 or visie
www edinburghprimeproperty.com

Tive hall and
staireay, abowe;
the axteriar of
Smiley Knowes
Cottage, lalt.
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